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While checking the Masonic life of one Brother, the researcher often finds other Brothers or 
events that are interesting and worthy of mentioning and sharing.  For example, when 
researching the Masonic career of Brother Washington, you might find a great book, “George 
Washington: Freemason” by William Moseley Brown, P.G.M.  
 
The description on “Amazon” read, Published in the George Washington Masonic Bicentennial 
Year under the authority of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Virginia. This book was written in 
the year 1952, which was proclaimed as the Masonic Bicentennial of the Initiation of Worshipful 
George Washington.  Notes on MW Brown read that he was “considered by his contemporaries 
to be the greatest George Washington scholar of his day.”   
 
One of the books, by Most Worshipful William Moseley Brown, was prepared as a history to 
celebrate the “Centennial History of Mountain City Lodge, No. 67, A.F. & A.M. 1857-1957” where 
MW Brown was initiated an Entered Apprentice on November 21, 1921, passed to the degree of 
Fellowcraft on December 19, 1921, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on January 
2, 1922. He served as Worshipful Master at his home lodge beginning in December 1925. In 
February 1926, he was appointed District Deputy Grand Master for Masonic District No. 20 and 
served two terms. He was elected Grand Junior Deacon of the Grand Lodge of Virginia in February 
1929 and became Grand Master of Masons in Virginia in 1934.i  Brother Brown was the author of 
fifteen books on Masonry and other allied subjects. 
 
Mountain City Lodge, No. 67 is in Lexington, Virginia.  Two outstanding colleges are also in 
Lexington – Washington & Lee and the Virginia Military Institute.  Oh, and Kappa Alpha fraternity 
was started at W&L.  Recently both these colleges made the headlines with the idea of 
eliminating pieces of their histories from their Civil War connection with name changes for W&L 
and the Lexington cemetery, and – not only in Lexington – but the tearing down of related or 
even unrelated statues throughout the country.  At VMI there are statues being threatened. One 
is William James Hubard’s bronze copy of Jean Antoine Houdon’s General Washington and 
another there by a famous sculptor and a Brother of Mountain City lodge, Sir Moses Jacob Ezekiel, 
and his statue, Virginia Mourning Her Dead. 
 
In Sir Moses’ biography, the first mentioned “fact” is that he was the first Jewish cadet to attend 
VMI. What encouraged Moses and his family to make this move? His family were merchants.  His 
father and grandfather were quite successful, at least until the war was over.  However, Moses 
was certainly influenced by, maybe guided by his father, Jacob Ezekiel (who had thirteen other 
children), and his step grandfather, Moses A. Waterman helped in choosing the path to VMI.  
Jacob and Mr. Waterman certainly were close to each other even outside the family and within 
the community.  In 1837, Isaac Leeser published a prayer book for the Sephardic ritual. This 
publication was both pretentious and costly, and consisted of a number of volumes.  Among the 
subscribers in Richmond were Jacob and Moses Waterman.ii In 1844, Jacob and Moses, together 



again, were named as appraisers by the court as administrators of Ezekiel Solomon’s estate.iii  
And on September 8, 1862, grandfather Waterman sent a note to the Superintendent, Major 
General Francis H. Smith, stating that Moses Ezekiel’s had accepted the opportunity to attend 
VMI.iv 
 
As a businessman and father, Jacob Ezekiel was very active in the politics of Richmond prior to 
the war. Almost upon arrival from his Philadelphia birthplace and his move to Richmond, he 
became a power in the affairs of Beth Shalome Congregation (then known as the Portuguese 
synagogue), and had a personal connection with Jacob Mordecai, the “venerable” head of the 
Jewish community.   
 
Masonry was very active in the world, in America and in Richmond, Virginia during the early 
1800’s.  Brothers were welcome, as today, regardless of their religion.  Same rules: A candidate 
must be male, at least 18 years of age, profess a belief in a Supreme Being, and be of good 
character. The only religious requirement is that candidates believe in a Supreme Being.  If you 
can in good faith and profess such a belief, regardless of your religious affiliation, then you are 
eligible to be a Mason. Richmond Lodge, No. 10, A.F.& A.M. is one of the oldest lodges in the 
state, having been chartered December 28, 1780.  In that lodge, and other lodges throughout, 
there certainly were Jewish Brothers. 
 
Beth Shalome Congregation was active, some sources say, as the sixth oldest congregation in the 
United States, prior to 1790.  In April that year, the Jewish congregations felt called upon to 
express congratulations and assurances of support on the occasion of Washington’s inauguration 
as the first President. Shearith Israel of New York, being the oldest congregation, had been 
chosen to put the joint address together. New York asked Philadelphia (the capitol) to do it 
instead. The New York, Philadelphia, Charleston and Richmond congregations then combined in 
their wishes “to unite in affection for our character and person every political and religious 
denomination men, and in this will the Hebrew congregations aforesaid yield to no class of their 
fellow citizens.”v   
 
A few years before Beth Shalome dissolved, the thought was to preserve the site’s cornerstone.  
A search of the records in three Masonic lodges failed to show that any lodge did lay this 
cornerstone.   The thought was that a president of the congregation having been Virginia’s Grand 
Master - Solomon Jacobs, (1810 – 1812) - may have had it laid by the Grand Lodge itself as a 
compliment, but the stone was never found.vi  Another Brother in 1849 was Henry Myers, Master 
of Richmond Lodge, No. 10.vii  
 
Early in his life, Jacob Ezekiel served with the Richmond Rifle Corps, the Richmond Grenadiers 
and then the Richmond Greys (units of Virginia and the American army) and later during the Civil 
War – on account of being over age – he was enrolled in the second-class militia and served at 
the inner and intermediate breastworks around Richmond.viii   
 
He was very active practicing his faith, his beliefs and defending his Jewish heritage. There was 
certainly, not only in Richmond, but in the country, a strong anti-Semitic feeling.  Jacob began as 



an apprentice book-binder in 1834, then when he moved to Richmond, Va., started a small dry 
goods business.  
 
Soon after, he wrote to President John Tyler concerning a proclamation proposed for a “national 
day of prayer” that would be in memory of President Harrison, and that Jacob felt was marked 
by sectarianism and inappropriateness.  
 
President Tyler sent a most courteous and apologetic reply dated Washington, April 19, 1841. 
 
“Sir: I beg you to be perfectly assured, that in using the language in my recommendation to the 
people of the United States to observe the 14th of May as a day for religious exercises, in 
consequence of the bereavement which the country has sustained in the death of the late  
President, I designed in nothing to exclude any portion of my fellow - citizens from a cordial union 
in the solemnities of that occasion. In speaking in the first paragraph of the duties of Christian 
people, I meant in no way to imply that similar duties should not be performed by all mankind. 
The last paragraph is an invitation to all and excludes the idea of any special invocation. For the 
people of whom you are one I can feel none other than profound respect. The wisdom which 
flowed from the lips of your prophets has in time past and will continue for all time to come, to 
be a refreshing fountain of moral instruction to mankind - while Holy records bear witness of 
Divine favors and protection of the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, God of the 
Christian and Israelite , to his chosen people — may I then hope , Sir , that this explanation will 
remove all difficulties , and that your voice and the voices of all your brethren will ascend to our 
Common Father in supplication and prayer on the day I have suggested.I tender you assurances 
of great respect, Mr. Jacob Ezekiel. "  
 
"John Tyler, President”ix 
 
Jacob A. Levy, Jacob Ezekiel’s brother-in-law, assisted him in securing the amendment to the code 
of the State, which put an end to the persistent practice of arresting Jews who kept their places 
of business open on Sunday.x    
 
Soon after, on October 13, 1843, at Aaron Sinsheimer's café on New York City’s Lower East Side, 
B'nai B'rith was founded by recent German Jewish immigrants. Some of the twelve founders were 
thought to be members of Freemasonry and also of the Odd Fellows. The leader was one Henry 
Jones (real name Heinrich Jonas) born in Hamburg in 1811 and after moving to New York was 
head of the Ansche Chesed Hebrew School.  
 
The other members were Isaac Rosenbourg, William Renau, Reuben Rodacher, Henry King, Henry 
Anspacher, Isaac Dittenhoefer, Jonas Hecht, Michael Schwab, Hirsch Heineman, Valentine Koon 
and Samuel Schaefer.  All were small shop-keepers in lower Manhattan. Dittenhoefer was chosen 
as President and Jonas as the Secretary.  Brother Edward L. King wrote that “Claims that the 
organization was founded by Masons are false to fact. Only four of the twelve charter members 
(Jones, Roadacher, Renau, and Isaac Rosenbourg - just 1/3rd) were members of the Masons and 
Odd Fellows.”xi 



 
The organization was formed to foster education and to improve the Jewish image in America. 
Although early meetings were conducted in Yiddish, after a short time English emerged as the 
language of choice and the name was changed to “B'nai B'rith.”   
 
 The new organization represented an attempt to organize Jews of the local community to 
confront what one of the founders, Isaac Rosenbourg, called "the deplorable condition of Jews 
in this, our newly adopted country". The new group's purpose, as described in its constitution, 
called for the traditional functions performed by Jewish societies in Europe: "Visiting and 
attending the sick" and "protecting and assisting the widow and the orphan."  
 
The early structure of the B’nai B’rith borrowed a number of features from Masonry and Odd 
Fellows. It adopted a secret ritual (six degrees), its members had secret recognition signs, and it 
used the blackball method of rejecting undesirable applicants for membership.  From its very first 
meeting it was a fraternal and benevolent society. Each lodge was obligated to collect dues from 
all its male-only members so that a fund for widows and orphans could be operated. Two years 
after its inception, some members participated (in their lodge regalia) in the funeral procession 
of President Andrew Jackson in June 1845.xii Jones felt that the regalia and secrecy, the benefits 
and fellowship of the friendly societies of the day were also effective in inducing men to belong.  
Although his new society at first embodied these Masonic features, by 1890 these “benefits” 
were abandoned.xiii 
 
In 1851 and then again three years later, Mr. Ezekiel protested against the ratification of a treaty 
with Switzerland.xiv 
  
The treaty covered the business relations between the two and Mr. Ezekiel reasoned that it 
“boasted of a progressive form of government but persecuted the Jews who resided or who came 
within certain of its cantons.”  Virtually from its beginning the B’nai B’rith has been concerned 
with overcoming anti-Semitism. The order sent letters of protest to the American Secretary of 
State, Daniel Webster, and others regarding anti-Semitism practiced in Switzerland, which in a 
treaty at that time with the United States prevented Jews from living in given Swiss cantons.xv 
 
 Mr. Ezekiel’s dislike of the Swiss government - because of the strong persecution of Swiss Jews - 
rose again and he even opposed the acceptance by the Government of a block of granite, 
contributed by the Swiss Federation to be placed in the Washington Monument in 1852.  Soon 
after construction began on the Washington National Monument Society, it ran out of money 
and the project ground to a halt.   
 
Later, while not a Mason, the idea of B’nai B’rith (and its similar mission) appealed to Mr. Ezekiel 
and he was very active as a charter member of Rimmon Lodge, No. 68 (his obit says No. 69) and 
this is known as the oldest fraternal body in Richmond, founded in October 1865.xvi   
 
Because of such a large family, the children were divided between the homes of the grandparents 
and parents, as both families were living in Richmond.  Moses moved in with his Mother’s 



parents.  His mother (Catherine de Castro) and his aunt (Rebecca de Castro Jacobson) were 
children of Hannah Peper (born in 1802) who married her husband Jacob Louis Abraham de 
Castro in 1817.  Mr. de Castro passed away in 1834 and Catherine married Levi Jacob Myers and 
on his passing a year later (died 1835), soon married Moses Abraham Waterman, April 1, 1838.  
By the time Moses moved in with “Mummy,” Moses Waterman was accepted as his grandfather.  
Waterman and Mr. Ezekiel were both active businessmen in Richmond in the same section of 
town. 
 
Once the Civil War began, some families were divided politically. “Abba,” Jacob Ezekiel, remained 
in Richmond during the Civil War strictly on account of his large family and even contributed to 
the relief of the Union prisoners at Libby prison in Richmond. A number of families from 
Richmond did also head north when the war broke out. 
 
Moses’ older brother, Ezekiel M. Ezekiel, born July 9, 1841, had enlisted as a member of the 
Richmond Grays, Company A, of the 1st Virginia Volunteers. His company was to be called into 
service in 1859 before the war began.  The unit was ordered to Harpers Ferry, (West) Virginia for 
the capture and then the trial of John Brown who had seized the arsenal and had taken two local 
planters as hostages, including Lewis Washington, a great-grandnephew of George 
Washington.xvii 
 
The unit then moved to Charlestown, (West) Virginia – some seven miles away - to witness 
Brown’s hanging. This trial and hanging were attended by many officers and men who gained 
attention later in history. For example, also at the hanging were General Robert E. Lee, Major 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, J. E. B. Stewart, a Harper’s Weekly reporter and artist - David Hunter 
Strother, the VMI Corps and John Wilkes Booth! 
 
An interesting story written about the hanging was from another Richmond Gray.  “The Life of 
Philip Whitlock, Written by Himself,” that “Many of us were surprise to see John Wilkes Booth, 
who was then acting in the Marshall Theatre, in a Richmond Gray uniform.  We afterwards were 
informed that he joined the Company in order to go along with us.” “We stayed there three 
weeks until he (John Brown) was hung, in which our company was present as a “Body Guard”, 
being about 30 feet from the gallows.  John Wilkes Booth, being about the same height as I, was 
right next to me in (the) rank.  When the drop fell, I noticed that he got very pale, and I called his 
attention to it.  He said that he felt very faint and that he would give anything for a good drink of 
whiskey.  Of course, he did not get it then.  We stayed in Charlestown about three weeks and 
then returned to Richmond.”xviii David Hunter Strother would visit Lexington when he was 
commissioned and serve under a distant relative, General David Hunter. 
 
After Harpers Ferry the Grays returned to Richmond and when the war actually broke out, went 
to Norfolk as part of the 12th Virginia.  There were a number of Jewish soldiers including Ellis Ellis, 
Herman Hirsh, Isadore Lovenstein, Simon Rosenfels or Rosenfield, and Philip Whitlock and Ezekiel 
M. Ezekiel. These young men were all sons of Jewish merchants in downtown Richmond. 
 



Our Moses Ezekiel had dropped out of school at the age of 14 as had his father.  He spent time 
making small statues and busts out of clay.  I began my work in sculpture in my little studio by 
making a bust of “Cain Receiving the Curse of the Almighty”.  When that was completed, I began 
to make a colossal bust of “Moses Receiving the Law on Mount Sinai.”  My grandmother was 
horrified at the idea of my attempting to make a bust in which the presence of the Deity was 
conceived. I did not know that I ought to have built it up on iron supports, and on entering my 
studio one afternoon, I found my bust had fallen to the floor and was entirely destroyed.  I went 
home very dejected, and on telling my grandparents what happened, my grandmother said, “I 
knew something would happen to that bust!  You ought never to have attempted it, its destruction 
was the simple justice of God.xix 
 
Moses Ezekiel wrote, “I come now to more stirring times. November 6, 1860 was a very 
momentous day in the history of America, because a sectional president had been elected – 
Abraham Lincoln – who had not received a single vote in all of the fourteen Southern states.  This 
was evidence that the fundamental principles of our government had been violated, and that it 
would be impossible for the South to submit to being ruled by a party who were opposed to state 
rights and free trade.” A footnote reads, “Of some four and a half million votes cast, Lincoln won 
less than two million: these last included twenty-four thousand in the slave states”xx 
 
Also from Ezekiel’s “Memoirs,” “South Carolina seceded, and before February, 1861, several of 
the other Southern states joined her.  Virginia, the Mother of Presidents, the Old Commonwealth 
(Oldl Dominion), as she was called, was very loath to secede from the Union.  She tried to arbitrate 
for peace and sent a peace commission to Washington to argue the matter, but it failed.  No 
slavery question entered the matter at all, but when the President of the United States called upon 
Virginia to furnish her quota of troops to help subjugate her sister Southern states, then Virginia 
had to decide, and so in April 1861 she seceded from the Union.”xxi 
 
When war began, Moses Ezekiel wrote, with the bombardment of Fort Sumter and South 
Carolina, “bonfires broke out on almost every corner of town.”xxii “I became so enthusiastic that 
I begged and entreated my grandparents to let me go to the Virginia Military Institute as a cadet, 
secretly hoping it would be one of the means of my getting into the war.”xxiii Moses Waterman’s 
correspondence related that he’d initially believed Ezekiel wouldn’t be able to come to VMI at all 
because of “war conditions.”xxiv  With the strong influence of his family politically, however, there 
was no problem and Moses became the first Jewish cadet at VMI. 
 
“From an educational standpoint, it seemed very hazardous for me to attempt to pass an 
examination for entering a military school, but I received an appointment, passed my 
examination, and in September 1862 left my house for the first time in my life.” xxv 
 
Moses adds later that I found it very hard to keep up with a class of boys who had never left school 
and were well prepared, both in mathematics and Latin, before entering the Institute.  I had to 
overcome my ignorance by very hard and continuous study.xxvi 
 



As VMI’s first Jewish cadet there were some unusual letters from the grandfather who asked the 
Superintendent General Smith to get the Board of Visitor’s permission for Moses to be 
furloughed for “The Feast of Unleavened Bread.”  Moses, by the way, in May, 1863, had just been 
a corporal of the guard responsible at the funeral in Lexington for General “Stonewall” Jackson 
and had the primary mission of ensuring that overzealous cadets didn’t pluck too many floral 
souvenirs from Jacksons heavily bedecked metal casket as it lay in state in his old VMI classroom 
before burial.xxvii And, please “excuse him from VMI summer camp in 1863 for fear of “disease” 
he might contact from exposure.xxviii 
 
In the spring of 1863, Moses had been a Cadet a little more than a year.  Some Cadets had left 
the Institute to join other units in active service.  The Corps were aroused “from their slumbers” 
by the beating of a long roll.  Moses wrote: “I think we all knew, when we heard those drums, 
what was coming.  In less than ten minutes every man was on foot and in line before the barracks, 
facing the statue, a bronze copy of William James Hubbard’s copy of Jean Antoine Houdon’s 
General Washington.xxix The statue had, for eight years been a point of inspiration to cadets and 
to the residents of Lexington, a proud reminder of the “Father of the Country.”xxx  
 
William James Hubard, a distinguished sculptor who cast in bronze many of these Houdon statues 
– this was the first - was from Richmond and this was the first bronze statue to be cast whole in 
the United States.  His son, also William James Hubard, entered VMI in 1862 along with Moses. 
As a second classman he was a cadet private in Co. A at New Market.  The following year he was 
commissioned a lieutenant in the First Confederate Foreign Battalion and served from 
November, 1864 until he re-entered VMI on February 23, 1865 and for the remainder of the 
session was the private secretary to the commandant, Scott Shipp.  He taught school for several 
years, then was in civil engineering and in business, until 1896, when he was employed as 
Assistant Lecturer and then as Grand Lecturer in 1898. He was a prominent member of many 
Masonic orders and in 1901 was Grand High Priest of the Royal Arch Masons of Virginia, which in 
1924 established as a memorial to him, “The W. J. Hubard Scholarship.”xxxi William’s grandson 
was N. Walter Hubard, a 1898 VMI graduate and his great-grandson, Harrison Hubard was 
graduated in 1938.xxxii 
 
The Corps of Cadets was soon needed in the Valley of Virginia to help General John Cabell 
Breckinridge drive back invaders. 
 
When Moses left VMI to fight in the Valley (about May 10th) and then at New Market – May 15, 
1864 - the Corps turned the tide and won this battle. Moses left us a number of great and also 
sad stories of the battle in his “Memoirs”. He spoke about the Richmond friends he had lost in 
the battle, the great example of the Cadets in the fight, his time caring for his friends and then 
finding his wounded roommate, Thomas Garland Jefferson, who was the grandnephew of the 
Thomas Jefferson, how he found him, and how he took care of him and, upon request Moses 
read the Bible, beginning at John 14:2 – “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also” when young Jefferson passed. 
 



Ten Cadets – our boys, wrote Moses – were killed in the battle of Newmarket.  The war certainly 
wasn’t over or had even left the Valley.  On June 6, Union soldiers under General David Hunter 
entered Staunton, Virginia and on June 11, after a rear-guard action by Confederate General 
McCausland, the Union army of West Virginia entered Lexington and began the looting of the 
town and the Institute.  General Hunter on June 12th, asked his chief of staff, Colonel David Hunter 
Strother, who had been a reporter and artist for Harper’s Weekly magazine, whether the school 
should be burned to the ground and the reply was: 
 
I told him I looked upon it as a most dangerous establishment where treason was systematically 
taught, that I believed the States Right conspirators had with subtley and forethought encouraged 
that school for the express purpose of educating the youth of the country into such opinions as 
would render them ready and efficient tools wherewith to overthrow the government when the 
hour and the opportunity arrived. Through the pamphlet literature of the school, addresses, 
speeches, and circulars, we saw one prominent and leading idea – the Cadet in receiving his 
education from the sovereign state owed his allegiance and military service to the state alone… 
This was the paramount reason for its destruction by fire.”xxxiii 
 
Margaret Preston, whose husband, Col. John Thomas Lewis Preston was a member of the faculty 
and wrote the famous "The healthful and pleasant abode of a crowd of honorable youths pressing 
up the hill of science, with noble emulation, a gratifying spectacle, an honor to our country and 
our state, objects of honest pride to their instructors, and fair specimens of citizen-soldiers, 
attached to their native state, proud of her fame, and ready in every time of deepest peril to 
vindicate her honor or defend her rights," wrote in her diary four days before the town was 
occupied, “As the Institute is Government property, they will most likely burn it; that, at all events, 
is what we apprehend.”xxxiv  
 
The Virginia Military Institute, Governor John Letcher’s home and several faculty homes were 
then burned to the ground. 
 
The local citizens were worried that Washington College or today’s Washington and Lee 
University would also be burned down.  Union Col. Schoonmaker approached Col. Strother and 
urged him not to permit Hunter to make another mistake as it would certainly lose him the moral 
support of the army – which was opposed to the unnecessary destruction of property.xxxv  
 
Then there came a problem with statues on both campuses.  The Union soldiers were busy at 
Washington College throwing rocks at the statue of George Washington thinking it was a 
Jefferson Davis statue!  This “error” was pointing out to the soldiers and quickly stopped.   
 
However, the bronze statue at VMI was now a “spoil of war.”  Col. Strother “felt indignant that 
this effigy should be left to adorn a country whose inhabitants were striving to destroy a 
government which he founded.” The statue, along with two bronze cannons, were crated and 
shipped by train to Wheeling, West Virginia, as a symbol of the Federal victory in Virginia.  After 
the war, this subject was raised again.xxxvi 
 



The statue was returned by September the following year.  Strother wrote to the governor of 
West Virginia that “with such views and aims for the future, the statue of George Washington can 
with great propriety resume its position as patron of the Institute and under these circumstances 
we wish to replace it.”xxxvii  
 
A little over a year later, August 23, 1865, Col. Strother was commissioned as a “brevet brigadier 
general” for his “faithful and meritorious services during the war.”xxxviii Almost at once he turned 
to the task of rebuilding the Institute. By virtue of his military position as adjutant general to 
Francis H, Pierpoint, governor of “restored” or loyal Virginia, Strother was “ex officio” a member 
of the Board of Visitors of the Institute. In September the board proceeded with their plans to 
reopen.  Strother favored the proposal to appoint a former Confederate general, George W. C. 
Lee, as professor of military and civil engineering. xxxix 
 
General Robert E. Lee had surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia to General Ulysses S. Grant 
in April 9, 1865.  Later that year, Lee cautiously accepted the presidency of Washington College. 
Because of his leadership of the Confederate army, Lee worried he "might draw upon the College 
a feeling of hostility," but also added that "I think it the duty of every citizen in the present 
condition of the Country, to do all in his power to aid in the restoration of peace and harmony."xl 
 
Moses applied to the Lexington Masonic Lodge, Mountain City Lodge No. 67 and the lodge sent 
his request to Richmond to get an approval. On December 4, 1865 the minutes of Mountain City 
had a note on a petition for membership “from M. J. Ezekiel (the note in “Centennial History” 
reads “M. I. Ezekiel”) was presented, which on motion was received and laid over under the rules, 
and the Secretary instructed to ask the consent of Richmond Lodge No. 10 to initiate, pass & raise 
Mr. Ezekiel. As Moses was a legal resident of Richmond, the “desired permission was evidently 
forthcoming.” He was elected to receive the Entered Apprentice degree on February 19, 1866, 
Fellow Craft on March 5th and his Master Mason degree on March 19th. xli 
 
Moses, in his final year at VMI, came to General Lee and Mrs. Lee’s attention and they wrote him, 
“I hope you will be an artist, as it seems to me you are cut out for one.”  Moses kept in touch with 
Mrs. Lee until her death and gave one of his early paintings, entitled Prisoner’s Wife to Mrs. Lee.xlii 
 
Moses Ezekiel now graduated on July 4, 1866, 10th out of 10, and became a proud member of the 
VMI Class of 1866. 
 
At the end of the war, he returned to Richmond and worked in his father’s dry goods store and 
then began to study medicine.  His desire for an art career lacked income stability and felt that 
medicine would provide him with financial security. However the stores were burned at the end 
of war and, finally, Jacob moved his family and the business to Cincinnati, Ohio. xliii 
 
Ezekiel left the Medical College of Virginia in 1868 and discovered the art community that 
Cincinnati offered.  He had taken a number of anatomy classes and that certainly would help him 
in his new career.  Although he had thoughts of continuing with his painting, his interest now 
turned to sculpture.   



In Cincinnati, Ezekiel entered the studio of Thomas Dow Jones and began a more disciplined study 
of sculpture. In 1869 under Jones' instruction, Ezekiel with his youngest sister Sally as a model, 
sculpted a statuette called Industry, which attracted a good deal of attention. A Cincinnati 
newspaper reported on this work being displayed in a Cincinnati gallery. When I finished this 
statuette in all of its most minute details, it was exhibited in a prominent window of an art shop, 
Pape Bros, on 4th Street and the papers spoke about the work in a very encouraging manner.xliv 
 
His fellow artists in Cincinnati advised him to consider further studying in Europe.  He took a 
position as a war correspondent with the New York Herald in the summer of 1870 to use his VMI 
military experience, make some money and to cover the Franco-German War.  Shortly after his 
arrival in Prussia he was arrested and thrown in jail as a “French” spy.  He contacted the American 
ambassador in Berlin, was released and returned to Berlin.  The newspaper paid him five dollars 
in gold for each day he had worked for them, even though he had little to write about. 
 
In Berlin he met Rudoff Siemering, who offered Moses a spot in his studio and encouraged him 
to apply to the Royal Art Academy.  Moses applied and out of the 50 who applied for admission, 
only 16, including our Moses, were accepted.   
 
At the Academy he studied under Albert Wolff, a sculptor of the royal family, and at Wolff’s 
studio, Moses created his first statue, made only in plaster, there. Thirty years later the statue 
was cast in bronze and presented to VMI.  The statue is Virginia Mourning Her Dead.xlv  
 
The Confederacy, religious subjects and “heroic portraits” were themes he pursued.  He moved 
to Rome, set up his studio in the Baths of Diocletian and his fame grew. 
 
It was on General Robert E. Lee’s birthday (January 19) in 1893 that Miss Margaret (Maggie) W. 
Freeland, who lived adjourning to the VMI grounds, wrote to a “prominent member of the 
alumni, General Charles J. Anderson, and told him that she was appealing through the press for 
a fund of $500 to erect a granite shaft in commemoration of the cadets who lost their lives at 
New Market.”xlvi General Anderson was also a New Market cadet.  His entire life was one of 
service. For seventeen years he was a member and for two years the president of the Board of 
Visitors of V.M.I. He was a member of the board of the Soldier’s Home; a prominent Mason; and 
was president of the Richmond Male Orphan Asylum, succeeding his father in that position.xlvii 
 
Far off in Italy, one of the New Market cadets who had achieved international fame as a sculptor, 
heard of the movement and wrote to the committee in charge of the memorial to donate his art.  
Said Sir Moses Ezekiel, “As orderly sergeant of Company C, Virginia Military Institute, I feel it 
almost a duty to write and say that if you intend putting up a memorial to my fallen comrades in 
the battle, I hope to be the means of rendering my tribute to their memory in the work of my 
hands in my own art.  My statue of ‘Virginia Mourning Her Dead’ I have kept in plaster all these 
years – the mail-clad female figure is seated mourning upon a piece of breastwork and her foot 
rests upon a broken cannon overgrown with ivy, and she holds a reversed lance in her hands.  This 
statue in bronze (if placed on the parade ground) I would consider the most appropriate ideal 
representation of what it is proposed to do.  The hackneyed shafts and bronze soldiers that have 



so often been erected have little or nothing to do with such an object as ours and mean 
nothing.xlviii  The offer was accepted.  
 
There was a great reunion of the New Market survivors to witness the unveiling of this impressive 
monument.  A cable was received: 
 
    Roma, June 23, 1903 
 
V.M.I., Lexington, Virginia 
“Adsum atque illustria complexus limina portae et memor et fidus gratulor.” 
“Ezekiel” 
 
(I am with you, and embracing the thresholds of your illustrious portals, mindful of the past and 
faithful, I send congratulations – Ezekiel.)xlix 
 
In Ezekiel’s notes in “Memoirs from the Baths of Diocletian, page 402” he writes that his cable 
read: 
“Adsum et memor et fidus gratular.”  
(I am there and remember and faithfully offer congratulations – Ezekiel.) 
 
Also on that page is a note that  “ In 1902 I often went to the Masonic Lodge in Rome, the 
Universe, where Garibaldi had once been the grand master.” 
 
Five years later, the author of “One hundred years at V.M.I.”, Colonel William Cooper was in New 
York City with other VMI men celebrating New Market Day at the Hotel Astor.  They had a 
traditional dinner and the speaker was Colonel Hunter Pendleton sent up from Lexington.  When 
the time came for him to make his address, a telegram was handed to him and there were a few 
minutes of silence when the Colonel slowly announced, “Miss Maggie Freeland is dead! (She had 
died May 13, 1908, aged fifty-two years old.  She had been a resident of Lexington for fifteen 
years.  She was buried in Richmond on May 15th, New Market Day.) xlx 
 
Ten cadets died as a result of their wounds at the Battle of Newmarket. In the Spring of 1866 the 
remains of Cadets Jones, McDowell, Jefferson, Wheelwright, and Atwill were brought to VMI for 
reburial. On May 15, the second anniversary of the battle, the bodies were escorted in a 
procession of the Corps of Cadets from the VMI hospital to the town's Presbyterian Church, 
where memorial services were held. Following the ceremony, the bodies were placed in a vault 
in the old Porter's Lodge located near the Limit Gates. 
 
In 1878 the remains of the cadets were moved to the newly created cadet cemetery (it no longer 
exists), located in a wooded area which now is the northwest corner of the parade ground; and 
in 1912 to their final graves under the statue "Virginia Mourning Her Dead", the monument to 
the New Market cadets which was dedicated in 1903. Although individual headstones mark their 
graves, the remains are actually buried in a copper box set into the foundation of the monument. 
A sixth grave --- that of Crockett --- was added in 1960. Four of the cadets are buried elsewhere. 



 
The Institute has always observed the anniversary of the battle, with a formal ceremony in place 
by 1878, coinciding with the establishment of the cadet cemetery.  For the next 34 years, until 
1912, a ceremony was held annually on May 15 in the cemetery. The French custom of the roll 
call of the dead was first used in a New Market Day observance in 1887, and for many years it 
was the usual to have the roll call at every formation of the Corps on that day. In 1912 Virginia 
Mourning Her Dead was moved to its present location, and the bodies of cadets were relocated 
from the old cadet cemetery to a niche under the monument.  Since 1912, when a single location 
first marked both graves and memorial statue, the annual ceremony has taken place in front of 
the monument. xlxx 

 

From a talk delivered in Jackson Memorial Hall, on the evening of February 21, 1933 by Colonel 
William Cooper. 
 
And now in conclusion; just one question – the final examination, if you please – to see if you 
know your V.M.I. history.  What event which occurred on the fifteenth of May first riveted the 
eyes of the nation on V.M.I.?  Perhaps my answer does not coincide with your, for I think of a day 
when the whole South was bowed in sorrow.  I see a martial figure lying in state. Over the coffin 
is draped a Confederate flag – the first one made and that particular flag was to have been flown 
over the Capitol.  I see all that is mortal of “Stonewall” Jackson borne from his section-room there 
in the southwest corner of the barracks, (Now rooms 209, 211, and 213. (in 1939) placed on one 
of the caissons of the cadet battery; taken, first, to the Presbyterian Church and then to the 
Lexington Cemetery.  I see the services there amid the sting of death on that fifteenth day of 
May.  I hear the intonation – “O grave, where is thy victory?” – never, gentlemen, was answer 
more convincing or timely.  Where? Why, there (pointing to the New Market Battle painting), on 
the anniversary of “Stonewall” Jackson’s burial, almost to the hour, by the heroism of his boys, 
his death was swallowed up in victory!  A glorious victory which is annually celebrated wherever 
over this world two or more V.M.I. men are gathered together on the fifteenth day of May.  At 
these meetings the valor of the New Market corps is honored, and after the lights have been 
extinguished – in utter darkness and silence – the roll of the cadets who lost their lives at New 
Market is called: Sergeant Cabell; Corporal Atwill; Privates Crockett, Hartsfield, Haynes, Jefferson, 
Jones, McDowell, Stanard, Wheelwright. 
 
As we celebrate the centennial of the Institute, these young soldiers, lie sleeping – 
 
   “Sleeping, but glorious, 
      Dead, in Fame’s portal, 
    Dead but victorious, 
      Dead, but immortal! 
    They gave us great glory – 
      What more could they give? 
     They have left us a story,  

    A story to live” 
    



And our artist, Sir Moses Ezekiel?  The last of his notable productions is the great Confederate 
monument in the Arlington National Cemetery.  The United Daughters of the Confederacy 
presented a statue that was unveiled June 4, 1914.  President Wilson accepted the monument in 
behalf of the United States, the closing words of his brief speech well brought out the sculptor’s 
idea of making this monument a peace offering indicating a reunited people.   
 
The chief figure of the monument is a woman representing the New South; her left hand holds a 
wreath of laurel to crown the Confederate dead and her right rests on a plowstock on which is a 
pruning hook.  Underneath the inscription reads, “They have beat their swords into plough-
shares and their spears into pruning hooks.” 
 
President Wilson elaborated on his thought of the sculpture: “It is our duty and our privilege to 
be like the country we represent, and speaking no word of malice, no word of criticism even, 
standing shoulder to shoulder, to life the burdens of mankind in the future and show the paths 
of freedom to the world.” 
 
The last of Ezekiel’s work was made the subject of a sonnet by a Cincinnati poetess, Fanny Polk 
Hosea entitled “The New South.” Rabbi David Philipson added this comment in his study of Moses 
Ezekiel: It is a striking tribute by a Christian woman to the work of a Jewish sculptor, for in the 
closing lines she couples the name of the artist with that of the Christ, for her symbol of the 
highest. 
 
   Peace!  Divine message to the North, 

Brought by the glorious woman, olive-crowned, 
Who from her war swept South comes nobly forth 

To plant the olive on her victor’s ground. 
She stands, majestic on her base, where live 

In speaking bronze, her heroes’ moving story. 
A woman, not an angel, sent to give 

The message: “Peace on earth, to God give glory!” 
In this age forecast by prophet old – 

Her sword is turned to ploughshare and her spear 
A sickle: reaping blessings manifold 

Promised to those who great Jehovah fear1 
Ezekiel, thy New South shall ever be 

A symbol high, for Christ and Chivalry. P.55 
 

A detailed account of the last weeks was written by his devoted friend Mrs. Adolfo de Bosis to 
his eldest sister, Hannah E. Workum, from Rome, April 4, 1917 describing the last days before his 
death on March 27, 1917.   In his desk a letter was found, “to be opened after my death,” in which 
Moses asked to be buried in the Soldier’s Cemetery at Arlington where is the work he loved the 
most and which he labored at with the greatest satisfaction: among the comrades of his youth of 
the heroic period of his life, which he always referred to with such pride. Upon his passing – WWI 



will not let him be sent home – it was decided to place him temporarily in the vault which he had 
himself built for the Family of Adolfo de Bosis in the city cemetery of San Lorenzo at Varnis. 
 
Mrs. De Bosis continues:  I am confident that not having left any instructions as to religious rites, 
simply stating he wished to be buried in the Southern Soldiers’ Cemetery, with the Masonic rites, 
we succeeded in interpreting the true spirit of is religious feeling essentially Jewish, yet 
appreciative of the beauty and helpfulness in all other religions, as shown in his belonging to the 
Theosophic Lodge here in Rome for many years, knowing that in America high honors, Masonic 
rites and such religious ceremonies as his family think fitting will accompany him to his last resting 
place. 
 
We simply felt that here his friends should gather round him and express each in their own way, 
the love and devotion.   
 
So a young rabbi from the Roman synagogue recited the ritual prayers on the day of his death; 
Catholic friends prayed by his side in their own way; Mr. Nathan representing the Free Masons 
and his Jewish friends, and Mr. Lowrie his numerous Protestant friends.60-61 
 
Because of the war, he was not returned to the United States until 1921. He was buried as he 
requested at the foot of the Confederate Memorial in Section 16 of Arlington National Cemetery.  
His funeral service was the first ever to be held in the Memorial Amphitheater. 
 
His gravestone reads: 
 
          MOSES J. EZEKIEL 
    SERGEANT OF COMPANY C 
      BATTALION OF CADETS 
                  OF THE 
             VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE 
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